& Stratification Semiotics In An-nazi‘at Sura: A Barthesian Reading

B.I‘JL"
CJ:EJL;..Z
AR I&Lx

Ol 5 5=
Ve

Yoy

DOR: 20.1001.1.26455714.1401.6.2.5.4
Stratification Semiotics in An-Nazi‘at Sura:
A Barthesian Reading
(Received: 2022-11-05 Accepted: 2023-01-09)

Niloufar Zarivand', Ali Piranishal?, Zohreh Naemi?®, Ali Asvadi®,
Soodabeh Mozaffari®

Abstract

Stratification semiotics delves into the hidden layers of a literary text in
terms of analyzing intertextual relationships and syntagmatic relationships
between semantic layers and codes. Roland Barthes identifies five main
semiotic codes: Hermeneutic, Proairetic, Semantic, Symbolic, and Cultural
which provide a comprehensive analysis of a literary text and its meaning.
This research, adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology, examines the
stratificational semiotics of An-Nazi‘at Sura to decode its implicit mean-
ings following the requirements of the 21st-century context (apocalypse)
as well as the ever-increasing technological advances. The study finds that
the hermeneutic code addresses the meaning of the Sural concerning the
Doomsday and the resurrection of the dead; the Proairetic code addresses
God’s provisions to humankind, the actions of sinners, and the conflict be-
tween Moses and Pharaoh; the semantic code addresses technological ad-
vances as well as the power of humankind in the apocalypse; the symbolic
code addresses a bipolar world; and the cultural code advises humankind to
avoid arrogance based on the story of Moses and Pharaoh. Such layers of
meaning based on semiotic codes portray a historical era when humankind
has achieved such a high level of power and creation that it assumes itself
to be Omnipotent. In this context, An-Nazi‘at Sura invites mankind to pon-
der over the essence of its existence and avoid arrogance to appreciate the
purpose of creation and avoid an unfortunate destiny.
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1) Thematisation

2) Positioning

3) Formilation of the enigma

4) The promise it will be explained
5) Leurre (decoy or snare)

6) The partially correct clue

7) Blockage

8) Delay

9) Partial

10) Full resolution
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