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Detailed Abstract

1. Problem Statement

Post-exegetical studies in the field of Qur’anic studies represent an emerging domain
that, rather than focusing on the Qur’anic text itself, examines the methodological frame-
works employed in exegetical works (tafsir). This approach seeks to gain a deeper under-
standing of the interpretive strategies used by exegetes in elucidating the divine message.
Despite the growing body of research in this area, existing studies often lack a systematic
methodological approach, which leads to unbalanced evaluations wherein certain criteria
are overlooked while others are excessively emphasized. Therefore, the development of
a comprehensive framework for analyzing exegetical methodologies is necessary.

The process of Qur’anic exegesis comprises two fundamental stages: “understanding the
source text” (the Qur’an) and “producing the target text” (the tafsir). The act of under-
standing (fahm) is achieved through two pathways: the internal analysis of the text and
the connection of its thematic content to external sources. This text-centered understand-
ing occurs on three levels: linguistic, literary, and cultural. The linguistic level includes
comprehension of vocabulary, grammar, and syntax. The literary level—which consti-
tutes the focus of this study—goes beyond formal linguistic structures and explores the
aesthetic and poetic functions of Qur’anic language. Finally, the cultural level requires an
understanding of the historical context of revelation (nuziil). This study aims to develop
evaluative indicators for analyzing exegetical works at the literary level.

2. Research Methodology

This study seeks to introduce and categorize a set of indicators for the methodological
analysis of exegetical works at the literary level. The main objective is to develop evalu-
ative criteria that can assess the quality and depth of literary analysis within Qur’anic
exegesis. Accordingly, the research is guided by two fundamental questions:
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What indicators are essential for evaluating the literary methodology adopted by an
exegete?
How can these indicators be systematically classified?

3. Findings

Literary analysis distinguishes between two primary dimensions: the formal—verbal
dimension, which addresses the physical and phonetic aspects of discourse, and the
semantic—conceptual dimension, which focuses on layers of meaning and imagery.
These dimensions may be examined at both the micro-level (sentence and phrase)
and the macro-level (the analysis of an entire siirah or the text as a cohesive whole).
At the micro-level, the analysis of formal-verbal structures—primarily explored
within the domain of ‘ilm al-badi’ (the science of rhetorical embellishments)—deals
with the external and rhythmic arrangement of speech. This includes the examination
of lexical similarities (jinas/alliteration), which add semantic depth in addition to their
aesthetic function; the harmony of verse endings (saj‘), a prominent rhythmic charac-
teristic of the Qur’an; purposeful patterns of phonetic, lexical, and phrasal repetition
used for emphasis and musicality; as well as literary contrasts and oppositions (tibaq
and mugabalah) employed to clarify and intensify meaning.

Alongside these, semantic structures at the micro-level are investigated through the
other major branches of Arabic rhetoric, namely ‘ilm al-bayan and ‘ilm al-ma‘ani. ‘Ilm
al-bayan employs figurative devices such as simile (tashbih), metaphor (isti‘arah), and
metonymy (majaz) to render abstract concepts more tangible. ‘Ilm al-ma‘ani focuses
on the semantic effects of syntactic structures, including brevity and elaboration (Tjaz
and itnab), fronting and delaying (taqdim and ta’khir), ellipsis (hadhf), and stylistic
shifts (iltifat).

Beyond the sentence level, macro-level literary analysis—an aspect often neglected
in classical exegesis—examines the text as a unified and cohesive work. This level
includes approaches such as stylistics and narratology. Stylistics identifies dominant
modes of expression through the analysis of elements such as lexical selection and
deviation from linguistic norms. Narratology explores narrative forms and structures,
wherein “narrative” extends beyond historical reports to include any temporal se-
quence of events and occurrences.
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