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Abstract

From the perspective of both Sunni and Shia Qur'anic exegetes, the rhetorical style of
the Qur'anic clause “Ma adraka...” represents one of the most contentious interpretive
issues. On one hand, its apparent meaning suggests "the addressee does not understand",
while on the other hand, the intended addressee of the verse is undoubtedly the Prophet
Muhammad. This raises questions regarding the relationship of these verses to prophetic
knowledge, as the interpretation of these verses to portray a lack of knowledge by the
Prophet contradicts the theological premise of the "divine knowledge of the Messenger."
This rhetorical structure appears thirteen times, exclusively in Meccan Chapters [Siirahs],
and serves multiple rhetorical functions. This research, employing an analytical-descrip-
tive method and relying on multiple evidence, does not interpret the address of the verse
as indicative of the Prophet’s lack of knowledge and asserts that the addressee of these
verses is not the Prophet himself. The difference and conflict in the perspectives of some
Qur'anic exegetes regarding the grammatical and syntactical functions of the verses con-
taining “Ma adraka...” clearly indicate that the Qur'anic exegetes have erred due to their
separation of this phrase. This conventional style served as a fixed pattern during the time
of the Qur’an's revelation, utilized to capture the listener's attention when emphasizing
the grandeur of a subject.

Keywords: Rhetoric of the Quran, knowledge of the Prophet, style of “Ma adraka...”,
Prophethood, pre-Islamic Era
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Abstract

The Ayat Ghorar (Verses of Ghorar) are key verses of the Noble Qur'an that serve as a
guide for interpreting many other Qur'anic verses. Among these prominent verses, Ayat
al-Kursi stands out as the most distinguished due to its comprehensive content, emphasis
in the narrations, and its popularity among the Qur'anic exegetes. The structural analysis
of Qur’anic Chapters (Stirahs) pertains to the explanation of the organization and con-
nection between the verses, ensuring the cohesion and unity of the Chapter [Strah] as
a whole. Just as the chapters of the Qur'an possess structural and thematic integrity, the
verses themselves exhibit cohesion and thematic unity. Analyzing the internal structure
of this noble verse, which holds a particular prominence and superiority over other verses
and Chapters, leads to a more precise understanding of the verse and clarifies its pri-
mary purpose. This article, titled "Structural Analysis of the ‘Verses of Ghorar’" employs
a documentary method for its data collection and a descriptive-analytical approach to
examine the structure of Ayat al-Kursi on three levels: content structure, internal struc-
ture, and rhetorical structure in order to establish the harmony between the expression,
meaning, and objective of the verse. The study concludes that, among all the verses and
Chapters (Strahs) of the Qur'an, this verse holds a central and pivotal role. In addition to
presenting pure monotheism (Tawhid), the verse demonstrates a strong and inseparable
connection between its sentences, revealing the complete alignment of purpose, content,
expression, and internal and rhetorical structure ultimately showcasing the miraculous
eloquence of the verse.

Keywords: Structural analysis, Verses of Ghorar, Ayat al-Kursi, Harmony, Rhetorical
structure
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Abstract

The syntactic interpretation of Qur'anic verses and the differences in syntactic aspects
are topics that have consistently led to disagreements in the derivation of legal rulings
and variations in the understanding and interpretation of these verses by the Qur'anic ex-
egetes, translators, and jurists. This study focuses on the "Verses on Legal Rulings" [Ayat
al-Ahkam] examining it based on significant syntactic interpretations and employing a
descriptive-analytical approach to explore the possibility of deriving new interpretations
of legal rulings. The central question addressed is whether a new legal understanding can
be extracted from "Verses on Legal Rulings" based on syntactic interpretation. Differ-
ent viewpoints are scrutinized in this regard. The findings indicate that in some of these
verses, the differences raised by grammarians, while minor in certain cases are significant
enough that they can lead to divergent legal rulings among scholars of the same field.
In other verses, the differences pertain only to the expressions presented by grammar-
ians, which do not significantly affect the implementation of legal obligations and acts
of worship. In other words, all Islamic jurists have derived the same ruling, and the only
discrepancy lies in the grammatical inflections of the words.
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Abstract

Today, semantics is one of the key sciences widely applied in Qur'anic Studies. Cognitive
semantics, a branch of semantics, posits that the relationship between form and meaning
is strong and none of them exists independently of the other. The Conceptual Blending
Theory (1993: Fauconnier and Turner) has garnered significant attention from cogni-
tive linguists, offering insight into various linguistic structures, particularly those with
figurative meanings, providing a precise and comprehensive understanding of them. The
topic of the eschatological states of the righteous and the sinners is one of the significant
Qur'anic themes, expressed through various descriptions. To gain a precise understand-
ing of this subject, Conceptual Blending Theory serves as an effective and accurate tool.
Conceptual blends, in terms of structure, are classified into two types: simple and mul-
tiple blends. Regarding integration networks, they are divided into four types: simplex,
mirror, single-scope, and double-scope blends. In this descriptive-analytical study, the
structure of these blends is first examined, and then their network type is identified. The
results indicate that most of the Qur'anic examples studied possess a simple structure.
Regarding integration networks, double-scope blends are more prevalent than the others,
indicating the novelty and complexity of the examples analyzed.
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Abstract

A linguistic perspective on the Noble Qur'an opens new horizons in Qur'anic Studies.
The theories of Michael Halliday, a prominent figure in functional linguistics, have gar-
nered significant attention from many linguists today. Halliday identifies three primary
metafunctions within language: the ideational, the interpersonal, and the textual, which
correspond to organizing three layers of meaning. This study, using a descriptive-ana-
lytical method, revisits the discourse analysis of Chapter 78 [Surah al-Naba'] within the
framework of Halliday's Textual Metafunction Theory. By examining the thematic and
information structures of Chapter 78 [Surah al-Naba'] and understanding the techniques
for creating cohesion, we found that the discourse in this Chapter [Surah] is structured
around a question-and-answer format. Various components contribute to the cohesion
of its content, and the use of these cohesive techniques—whether grammatical, lexical,
or semantic—varies. The first and most important factor in textual unity and cohesion
within this Chapter [Surah] is its lexical and linguistic elements, with repetition, in its
various forms, having the highest frequency.
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Abstract

Every text is composed of a main world and several subworlds, which contribute to the for-
mation of the meaning and concept of the main text, leading to a more comprehensive and
nuanced reading by the reader. Based on Paul Werth’s "Text World Theory," a text can be
analyzed from the perspective of cognitive poetics through the axes of discourse world, text
world, and subworlds. The third level of this theory, the "subworld" or "subordinate worlds,"
includes three subsets: deictic subworlds, attitudinal subworlds, and epistemic subworlds.
This article, employing a descriptive-analytical method and utilizing the axis of subworlds
from Werth's theory, examines and analyzes the story of Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) in the Qur'an.
The aim and necessity of this research are to understand the possible and diverse worlds
within this unique Qur'anic story, focusing on the role of subworlds, which are often over-
looked in the text, yet play a significant role in shaping the worldview of the narrative. The
findings show that the narrative of Yusuf utilizes the capacities of these subworlds to create
multiple layers of meaning, contribute to the dynamism and progression of the story, enhance
the dialogic nature (especially between Yusuf, his brothers, and his adversaries), and reflect
the silenced or marginalized voices (such as Yusuf’s fellow prisoners and other unnamed
companions). The construction of these diverse subworlds facilitates the portrayal of essen-
tial Qur'anic themes, including divine decree, the certainty of divine commands, the conflict
between good and evil, and the eventual emergence of prosperity and honor after hardship
and humiliation.

Keywords: Qur'anic narrative, Story of Prophet Yusuf, Cognitive poetics, Paul Werth,
Subworlds
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Abstract

The Noble Qur'an, in its effort to clarify concepts and create mental imagery for maxi-
mum influence on human thought and behavior, pays close attention to human cogni-
tive processes, including metaphorical thinking. To explain abstract or non-experienced
phenomena, the Qur'an frequently uses concrete and perceptible conceptual metaphors,
manifesting them through linguistic expressions. This study aims to explore the con-
ceptual metaphor of "weight" and its related vocabulary as one of the sensory source
domains and to identify its corresponding target conceptual domains and mappings in the
Qur'an. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing both deductive
and inductive reasoning. According to the study’s findings, the lexical roots of the Arabic
terms “thaqal”, "khiffa", "wazn", and "wizr" are linguistic manifestations of the concep-
tual metaphor of "weight" in the Qur'an. These terms clarify and elucidate conceptual
domains such as action, punishment, human inclinations, thought, speech, responsibil-
ity, and events, all of which are metaphorically described as having weight. Among the
source domains, the term “thaqal” is the most frequent, while "khiffa" appears the least.
As for the target conceptual domains, the most frequent is the domain of "action", where
sub-concepts include any action that carries weight, whether good or bad. Thus, righteous
deeds are described as heavy, while unrighteous deeds are described as light, with ac-
countable beings gaining metaphorical weight based on their good or bad deeds. The least
frequent target conceptual domains are related to the domain of "speech".
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Abstract

Foregrounding is one of the fundamental terms in formalist approaches. This concept mani-
fests in texts through two methods: deviation and over-regularization. Deviation refers to the
departure from the standard language to create a literary language, prompting the reader to think
and enhancing their aesthetic enjoyment of the text. Geoffrey Leech, an English linguist, cat-
egorizes deviation into eight types: phonological, syntactic, lexical, semantic, dialectal, register,
historical, and stylistic. Over-regularization, on the other hand, refers to the addition of rules to
the standard language, leading to a heightened literary and linguistic structure. The Qur'an, as
an exemplary text, receives attention from this perspective as well. The “Verses of Supplica-
tion’ (Ayat ad-Du‘a’) prominently exhibit foregrounding techniques. This study aims to analyze
foregrounding in the ‘Verses of Supplication’ through a descriptive-analytical approach. The
research findings indicate that phonological, syntactic, and semantic deviations are employed in
these verses. Phonological deviations involve fusion and elision, which contribute to the defa-
miliarization and phonetic balance of the divine speech. Syntactic deviation appears in the form
of positional inversion. Semantic deviation is expressed through the use of metaphors. Addition-
ally, over-regularization manifests as repetition in these verses. There is complete harmony and
coherence between meaning and expression in the ‘Verses of Supplication’, playing a significant
role in conveying the underlying themes and messages. Foregrounding in these verses results
in a departure from the norm, but rather than disrupting their meaning, it enhances their beauty.
Keywords: ‘Verses of Supplication’, Foregrounding, Over-regularization, Deviation
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Abstract

The Noble Qur'an, as a text, can be studied through various linguistic disciplines. Stylis-
tics, a branch of linguistics, serves as a tool for understanding the structure and style of
the Qur'an. The Biannual Journal of Qur'anic Stylistic Studies, affiliated with the Uni-
versity of Quranic Sciences and Education, focuses on the stylistic analysis of Qur'anic
and exegetical texts and falls under the humanities category. This journal received its
Scientific-research license in winter 2020 and in 2023 was indexed in the ISC (Islamic
World Science Citation Center). One effective way to assess academic research journals
is through content analysis and thematic categorization of the articles they publish. The
present study aims to conduct a qualitative meta-analysis of the articles from volumes
five to seven of this journal. Based on the findings, the Biannual Journal of Qur'anic
Stylistic Studies has adhered well to the standards of scientific journals. It has shown
commendable performance in terms of average processing time for articles, geographic
diversity of authors, alignment with the journal's title, and diversity of published topics,
positioning it as a model for other academic journals.
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- The concept of meta-analysis: (Kulik, 1989)
- Primary, secondary and meta-analysis of research: ( Glass, 1976)
- Reference service evaluation and meta-analysis: ( Saxton, 1997)
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1) Maurice Grammon.

2) Holliday-Rugieh Hassan.
3) Gerard Gennett.

4) Paul Grain.

5) Izotto.

6) Foucault.

7) Raymond Farrin.

8) Jacobsen.

9) Habermas.

10) Barthes.
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The Qur'anic Origin of the Metaphor of '"Rahmat" in the Supplications
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Abstract

Cognitive linguistics is a relatively new approach in the field of linguistics, focus-
ing not only on the theoretical aspects of language but also on its interaction with
other phenomena such as the mind, rationality, environment, and social experiences.
One of the central topics in cognitive semantics is the concept of "Conceptual meta-
phor." In this approach, metaphor is not merely a rhetorical device but rather a tool
of thought—a phenomenon in which one conceptual domain is expressed through
another. Religious and supplicatory texts are rich sources of cognitive metaphors,
as they often deal with abstract and non-experiential concepts, which are structured
using metaphorical systems. This study, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks
to explore the metaphor of the Arabic term "Rahmat" in Sahifah Sajjadiyyah and its
Qur'anic origins, noting that many Qur'anic expressions are reflected throughout the
supplications of this text. The research reveals that the abstract concept of the term
"Rahmat" in the epistemological system of Sahifah Sajjadiyyah is shaped by expe-
riential cognition and conceptual metaphors. This systematization and embodiment
in Sahifah Sajjadiyyah closely align with the Qur'anic verses. The most prominent
method of concretizing the concept of "Rahmat" in Sahifah Sajjadiyyah, similar to the
Qur'an, is through existential conceptual metaphors of "substance" and "container."
In this collection, "Rahmat" is conceptualized through domains such as shelter, desti-
nation, rain, treasure, taste, and others. It is also occasionally depicted through spatial
orientation, where divine mercy is symbolized as being in an elevated position, while
divine punishment and affliction are associated with lower positions—emphasizing
the precedence of mercy [Rahmat] over punishment.

Keywords: Conceptual metaphors, Divine mercy, Sahifah Sajjadiyyah, Qur'an,

Cognitive semantics
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Abstract

One of the models for analyzing textual cohesion is the Semitic Rhetoric Model, which
originates from studies of the Bible. Rhetorical analysis, based on the fundamental prin-
ciple of symmetry, seeks to explain the composition of a text and determine its structure.
To achieve this, the text is first divided into various levels, and then the symmetry be-
tween these levels is identified. To determine the symmetrical relationships within the
discourse, it is necessary to recognize the connections between the elements that con-
stitute the text. These relationships are limited to two types: correspondence and con-
trast, which are examined from four aspects: lexical, morphological, syntactical, and dis-
cursive. Michel Cuypers, a Belgian scholar, was the first to apply the Semitic Rhetoric
Model to analyze the structure of Qur'anic Chapters [Strahs]. After applying the rules
of symmetrical composition to various Meccan and Medinan Chapters [Stirahs], he de-
scribed and interpreted their structures. In this study, the cohesion of Chapter 88 [Surah
Ghashiyah] is re-examined through the lens of Semitic Rhetoric Theory, with a focus on
Cuypers' research. The findings indicate that the rules of symmetrical composition are not
applicable at all levels of this Chapter [Siirah]. Among the three levels of symmetrical
composition—major, intermediate, and minor—the model is only effective at the minor
level, where the structure follows a mirror and reverse pattern.

Keywords: Semitic Rhetoric Model, Stirah Ghashiyah, Michel Cuypers, Mirror compo-
sition, Symmetrical composition
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Abstract

Imagery of mental, tangible, and sensory concepts, as well as the materialization of spiri-
tual matters through concrete phenomena, is prevalent throughout the Holy Qur'an. Most
of these images are conveyed through conceptual metaphors. The Almighty God has
depicted key Qur'anic concepts that play a significant role in the Islamic worldview and
the understanding of the universe for the audience through cognitive metaphors. Among
these spatial representations, certain verses approach the topic of body parts. Body parts
possess various meanings and applications, which are employed to provide specific
meanings for the conceptualization of abstract ideas. Consequently, the authors of this
study utilize a descriptive-analytical method to examine these verses based on cogni-
tive metaphors. The findings reveal that the Holy Qur'an employs various body parts,
including the heart, face, feet, mouth, and hands—concrete and material concepts—to
conceptualize abstract and mental ideas, thereby conveying its intended message to the
audiences.
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