


/W})

f)u/,../gt-cu e

AR KA QLI.W.:U))L@_: ‘V'AJJ"L":' &Lﬁ cd)‘ 0)LQ.~.;I cr.@_.: dL..,u

ﬁﬁdi}d)&p}rﬂpe&hb}gﬁ‘?u
L;?L;}Tjifjlpa.kiidb

f.@‘ a.:‘}l.:‘.: )f,..a j’f.: Zd_,i..wa)l.ba
(‘..US QIJ:Q Syl g fjl.ﬁ NESHN s olasl 9 0L L)

IR JdS fSD s

(s S 5 o K05 2 Slusl 5 0L slewl)

Sk 4l St o) Sl g
M‘ )L‘:...JJ.:‘,:

(Ol 3 canodlall ilaaodl ansloregid 5013 o 55l potms (6 555 (5 gmiils) gl damea jalillie

S goli i JSs pue

M}M:&UTW}‘?UL

(© @olo plal ol sl s> ralomo yuds (Sl

OMFY = AYYVF: ssS 595 S8 psle ousiadls

CPF S PRYYAAYY 1,50 - FF - VRYVFVEYY als
style.quran.ac.ir

- J
7 [
Sl oot S ol )l an b 5 013 bS5
;}:‘-;‘ = rr:L‘,fI.

VEOY 5 1Fe) (NFes @Q}J‘J:ﬁ;biﬁﬁu&?ﬂqﬁ
ol 83 05 S | (00 45,




W ) P20 Cod

9 el
f oy St 57 SBLAGIS (o1 5o Wladl g by sl
f a Yl
£yl 3T (Sow duged ol o pe Sludl g ol Sbuw!
toylod Lo e gr oLl o pe ilusl g b sbcw!
& e
R - IWRN I L | V- FPR N PR g L v

podo (ylgl o0
2.5 0158 B )lno g pale olSLLIS Cyuzg o B pole Lol
Slol L3,

255 o158 Bla g pale olSLAII (50 ol g ) el
FL9 e )l SI
£ o1 Cluol 0usTiils o1 ye ©ludl g by 09,5 HLudils

S 2l e

e S i oIS Sy a9 o 3 pale Ll
1550 dasd (mxe

25 8 B jlre g pole olSLLSD Cu o g (T B pole 09,5 yLuils
e pado yol

gm0 g0 38 oLLLIID 1y luol g )b HLukils
45 Lo pule
938 (s plol  Lodl o oBLUGIS (o 5 Lol g (4l HLeiiils

ol ol yglin

LT g (590 (s S0l 95 Juls
ol 55 G, e e woYloe

Sz () GMdeo 0l Juclows! (s sl bl ol
7ol (Pl dozo ol 39,598 Sulls,
) JosliT Jole S 3938 5L ST >
G0 Bolo e bl osl3lly Kos BNy s> 9) s
LS 0,8 (b Jlo &1 2l anbld Shobwo Sle
5 b e (s Lo e ale stllloe souo

S S s (S0 pdio ol



- & PR w R -
[Erllald h\,._agd\.ﬁ@s Mo arysueses-an A .&\J.E. “ga -
g .

R e AR

ot 55 AP ey P ) “ﬁij?\_awu D L INA ZYET Oy Dy
3 ~ - L . 1 : . " L P

mﬁ.\_\#\\n éB\U\TJQB\,D\H«\ «\.\.,... _lxﬂjs\.]ibn\\sv p.\wB m\buv‘uﬁ,\ﬂ w\”\rﬁ..\
7 o 4 o

Bt A \ g

SN VD AN SN AN
4
si

eryemmd ek £
W
A an

M




Alio fpdy (NigSz 9 )15 alingnd G

5 Jl

Jol ol
\# I&Lx
Ol Ll
\Fof

s o pdy K& 5 5K walis g

tsoke ol )

UJLM‘MéLAJPuJQbyjﬂjbwlﬁéuubh)ﬁ)‘yb-duaju4.:4.L>pau.i‘—
Sols

A3k sl 5 s Lol glls e -

Jﬂb)w‘w‘jﬁmCL&)‘j%LP)‘;QJ&M&}JJLEAJAJKJJ)—

Mbdﬁgwjk}p‘&sum da o}‘j@fgo.&& J.ALI:AJULAJA—

4.“.2.0‘_;.»)).3 g}’d—“

Soge 23588 il N5 ) 23 5m d S s Ja 5 s el ladlis -
ju.a&u"ﬂdb}‘.}d\jdlf.))‘)jja.wduc&j_dcb‘bwﬁwudmr;ﬁbbés
A Mb}- o.)LL.»Jé J.}mwhp

cd\)‘j‘}éubgv\.ﬂ}dj@‘j)|w)J;ddg_ﬁbduﬁj\ugv\wfrbgdﬁjbdmdtf—
*lﬁ-d\ﬂduﬁ‘ggd)b@ﬁ\@Q)M)bjbzﬁ&cjbgﬂfﬁwjédadj@u
25 oo 4y

ol 33T Wl ol g 535 (i o 5 4y el Cted —

e 5K el o g ¥

:wﬂmz;;;ﬁ.;-:z:-

2l e (gl gmn 5L S 5 o5 S Wlie Ol 56

JUJT (Sl s ol _isls gaﬂf_&.}b g ¢§>\}jl>'- <=UJ€U S8l ) asiwo j5—
JJ;J&(Q@MJJ)::M);Léjjﬁ\wjud:o)wm&;b

Geds gy lis § b go 5 Ol 8515 53 5 (Jax V) 6315 100 Shls ST ea S —
A2l Seee s

S 5 S a Uil [y g 5 sl 2 65 LS Ole 51 o315 V B STa dlas50lS —

Mcﬂb‘)uﬁ:‘jjc%cQwﬁtQY‘}A:Q)}ﬁjw"WQKQ:JA\.ZMJ_EA—
Sileesbel ol Gy ay 355 5l 1 e dll s 5 ASL o

JJ‘JJ:’.L;‘UT‘_}:J‘”-’N}C}“‘}‘C)L“°M}"g_;l""‘&):_

5L 5 S e Jols L s -

LT e Wlie gLl s Sl Slows 5 5 g g —

awlbols -

thq-)lmh;séya-:ze

WZ)LA.JJ Jh:.b‘ JLM:“_.LS}A ;J‘fb rL:) Q)M@ﬁ‘ﬁwduﬂ&fﬂjb C)LQL?-)\_
25l g (/M 55led b



dorle 4 S1 5 (amis/ il et :0lan) 51 Aily dotle Olon & Aol (sutay gLyl ST
3 5 o3l (s 1LES] Jlos o) AL s 55 Olas 31 (6,500

)}W€Ll{"}5/31yl>rb&L—Oj‘g.,\.gjswb‘j}d@dh%)}‘dﬁ)}aéw‘J)j.ﬁc\.w'*‘
b 03350 5 4 (U8 Xy ) o 5

cJ.JJL: rb )L.L.:;\ J;u Lv}fﬁ CL; L((uw,‘b» ()L:.:u\ JL«) aJw.m.iy <=L> céh‘yb— <=L> ;,.:5—
&Jt}: e)w

G)Lc.&": ‘At’.J;“" 69> “‘-.’.j;*-' fb (o ‘J{}.‘.ﬁ)) ()L.L.‘I;‘ JL.») Gv\m—;y €L' cus/)‘).vl;- CL’ QM—

c((&(.j[.é;d u‘/}..ﬁ)) ()L:M;\ JL.«) °-/LMMijJ CL ‘;ﬂj‘L} (al.: LAJ)L&AJ\ oj.i‘b li CJYLQA @)w -
.dw@weJWcJJzOJLw;c%L?o)WcﬁuCUZ)W‘&wQLLw‘ﬁ}ng%JUSrU

oL s s Oley 5 b Reget) ob ok 5 (Sl gl ol 0l glacalw —

.sj..zos\.sj\jé(«»)ux_f‘;flb‘_gL@;J\j\,\;{l‘;ﬁdeiwj\t?pJ,UQASL;;)\}AJJ—
2 458 s 4 (Gl Osemae 4

.J},i(.,kd”""d)l@w\‘\‘w‘ 2o Yo 5y Sl L dlas -

)ba)b_ijs')l_jv.a.-)\:'-Qlﬁsjiju_.wrﬁdhajbjdpbldl_arug;zsjyt}g_i—
a5 3 Loilssb

s S e 0555 Ol a5l i s 4l Sl e ool 0T 3 LT sl -

)\&J)J&-JXA@}u.l_gl.&).)b\J&‘g_,,;JJJ_géJJ&d)lﬁb)k&&})b(u%)u,;_}l.&—

tv"v})‘5@)qu%ﬂdpju@[}-)}wuéwqb)LAél'JﬁSJJduﬁ—
s TimesNewRoman10..s¥ NoorLotus 13 = BLotus 13 5, 4« Jlis 2
Syl ured s = BLOMS12 waluls 5 lacilssl

.bb‘}gdb)\dma\f@haj‘jdésjad&cdw;)\y&ﬂ&\3.4».?-)3—

sl oy dal 5 ¥

d:,tisjai\,.;)pLﬁ@wunﬁjmtﬁ(w’@w)w,\;{Li\,_.:é\,u%wuﬂ_
238 Ll style.quran.ac.ir sl « a5 ol o b 51538 e (dlis

3 e bl ft'} LEL iy of e a1y Localy sliud! J\:J“U AL 4bobl sl T A SVl —
2 gd S5 Al

b5 sl o3 SO Jlasl (5,503 Aome (gl Olojon 1y 355 Ul 4 dulad dgad b ok i -
O el ol oo (o S 013 ol Sor Dlalllao) asb foad 93 53 OF 2SS oS Sl

ol oy 5 bge 4 Fai 5 ede g Sl Clllas i b v S st -

S A
< W

"

-~
ol

C)



5 Jl

Jol ol
\# I&Lx
Sbwby Ll
\¥e¥

o g5
S5 alize ST L (51 Bl el plins ulid S Al 5 Jolos
A et el Joslosl ¢ (3150 s o  OLL msdd o 0 0
OF s Glae e 5 o) 4Ltz ST s bl £ 5 S0 (B S ) 2
| OO S e a5 ¢ JUB1 s g ¢l gdal el

sbd 4y OS5 e g g g0 O pam Dlials oy g b ST 5 OLls Ko (55181
Obsl 552,085 9

O ettt é%ﬁo}g&dwuk‘}vwdy)@
O gradl oo 55 Bl 51 e 53 2lblb adle Sl Sw Sls
Y ettt aeaenena QLA?L?-JfaJ> chgan L;L>=7«:.Lm>=A€}

g (52590 Adllae) O gl &y 5 bl 0 S 013 (5 20008 SLaeslsp b (o

(L os

Q5 e Al e Sl ST e 3l e
S 0¥, S 08 50, 4 5 4SS 2 S 015 53 () g & i Dl (55181
Y b ettt st ol 53B¢ o Ve cosly - et
o 45 Jls ) g 53 SlaiiS g Lilias — LS Julow

VEY oo 5 5 el G s paa
O o 5151 2 ST L 0 5 015 s s ST ol lid S

VEE oo Gopile Aoy o,y Sy
e BOL s 2 O Rz 5 L e 6y g (lins (Ko gy 5 ploned] ey lie

R SO OO T OO PPN Sy Sta ¢ ol Je o
S 013 (0 ki 53 (S50 o3l aline o) g puliblins

YNt e OO0l e dazma ¢ o aol o Jedliade o
(O5n & 35 5 AST L) ab 55w s alsl KKl

12 25500 OO OOO T OUO T OOO OO DT OO T OO T OOO DTS O TS U T OT PR OO S2elkSadlgie

Allao) Iy o 5 o8 o 51 0 Mite o5 4y 5 5 0 53 o0 8 0T (g L plonadl G155
(e s S5m0 S, 90
YOF et L;&ééJetﬂLstJﬂJ!A€ LSJJ*RLJQSJLA-JAJNAE UANbB Lbjcloﬂ}



Research Article

Journal of Stylistics Studies e
of the Holy Quran II\ A Online: 2676-6035

Journal of
Stylistics Studies of
the Holy Quran

An Analysis and Comparison of the Semantic Stylistics of the Poems
of Hafez Shirazi with the Metaphorical Verses of the Qur’an

Maryam Shafiee Taban ' , Siroos Moradi 2>/ , Esmaeil Eslami 3

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
Shafieetaban_m@pnu.ac.ir
2. Ph.D. in Sufism and Islamic Mysticism, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Farhangian University,
Kermanshah, Iran. siroosmoradi(@cfu.ac.ir
3. Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Jiroft Branch, Islamic Azad University, Jiroft ,
Iran(The Corresponding Author ). Es.Eslamil359(@iau.ac.ir

Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The aim of the present research is to determine through reflection
on and interpretation of the meanings of the ghazals in the Divan of Hafez, the degree of
correspondence or alignment between the semantic style of the poems of Hafez Shirazi
and the Qur’anic content. In other words, the research seeks to find evidence that shows
the extent to which Hafez was influenced by the verses and concepts of the ambiguous
or allegorical passages of the Noble Qur’an in his choice of themes and the way he pre-
sented them. In fact, the researcher aims to provide a deep explanation and interpretation
of the meanings of Qur’anic verses in order to reveal the commonalities and correspon-
dences between those meanings and the semantic style of Hafez’s poetry. Contemplation
and reflection on the verses involve a precise analysis of conceptual components and
strive to identify the direct and indirect influences of the Qur’an on the poems.

Research Methodology: The method of this research is descriptive-analytical and is
based on an in-depth examination of the poetry and discourse of Hafez. Initially, Hafez’s
Divan was reviewed, and verses influenced by the meanings of the Qur’an were extract-
ed and analyzed. In the body of the article, after presenting verses from various themes
of Hafez’s ghazals and explaining the meanings of the couplets, the semantic influence
of the Qur’an on those verses was examined and analyzed.

Findings: Hafez depicts the status of religious and sacred literature in various forms,
such as through his use of Qur’anic vocabulary, verses, terminologies, as well as narra-
tives and stories drawn from the Qur’an. His ghazals reveal that the foundational struc-
ture of his language and thought is deeply rooted in the Qur’an and its teachings. Thus,
Divan of Hafez is influenced by Qur’anic concepts from two perspectives: both in terms
of the external form of the verses and in the deeply structured internal fabric and thematic
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core of the poems. This indicates the profound impact of the Qur’an on the linguistic,
semantic, and cognitive framework of the poet. A careful and profound reading of his
ghazals shows that Hafez’s literary and semantic style and structure are built upon
Qur’anic insights and meanings. His mind and language have been directly shaped by
Qur’anic reception to such an extent that the outward form and inner meaning of his
poetry are inseparable.

The range of Qur’anic themes and references in his poetry is vast, including mo-
tifs such as fidelity to covenants, the creation of man from clay, the gardens beneath
which rivers flow, fasting, expressions like Saqakallah and ka'sin dihaq, the Night
of Power (Laylat al-Qadr), a blazing meteor (Shihab qabas), the straight path (Sirat
mustaqim), extended shade (zill mamdud), the fall of Adam, ‘afakallah (“may God
pardon you”), certain knowledge (‘ilm al-yaqin), the noble recording angels (Kiram
katibin), La ilaha illa Allah (there is no deity but God), and La infisam laha (““it cannot
be broken”). These are only a few examples.

Moreover, these meanings and themes lead the reader or audience—often engaging
with a mind filled with ambiguity and contemplation—to attain a deeper understand-
ing of religious and ethical matters. The close relationship between the themes of
Hafez’s poetry and those of the Qur’an demonstrates that in his quest for spiritual and
divine truths, Hafez, drawing upon his Qur’anic knowledge, has been able to address
human and moral issues from a religious perspective.

Conclusion: A poet who is a Muslim and has been nurtured and developed within
the embrace of Islamic culture and the teachings of the Qur’an will inevitably reflect
the influence of this culture in their poetry. One of the prominent features of Hafez’s
poetry is his special attention to the Qur’an, which is evident throughout his verses.
As Hafez himself has confessed, he read the Qur’an in fourteen different recitations
and it was his companion in solitude during dark nights. Hafez alludes to this truth
in his verse: “No one among the guardians of the world has gathered as much as this
servant / Subtle wisdom with Qur’anic points.” Based on the analyses and commen-
taries conducted on some of the verses of Hafez’s Divan in this research, it can be
concluded that Hafez’s poetry is thoroughly intertwined with Qur’anic insights, and
the semantic style of his verses aligns with the similar verses of the Qur’an. The Divan
of Khwaja Shiraz is influenced by the Qur’an and Islamic concepts in various ways.
Hafez’s ghazals demonstrate that the fundamental structure of his mind and language
is rooted in the Qur’an and its concepts. Ultimately, it can be said that Hafez’s Divan
is influenced by the Qur’an both in terms of the outward structure of the verses and in
terms of their meaning and content.

Keywords: Qur’an, Hafez, Semantic style, Metaphorical Verses
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Detailed Abstract:

Research Objective: This research aims to carefully examine and stylistically analyze
the differences between the “masculine and feminine” grammatical gender of nouns
within the lexically similar verses of the Holy Qur’an. Explaining and elaborating the
lexical differences in this category of verses, as well as their intended purposeful mean-
ings are considered prominent topics in Qur’anic Sciences. Many Qur’anic exegeses
have overlooked the rhetorical and literary aspects of these alterations, though some
authoritative Quranic commentaries and specialized sources have addressed this issue.
The primary objective of this study is to answer questions regarding the reasons and
modalities of these differences, as well as to clarify their underlying wisdom. Ultimately,
this research seeks to provide a deeper understanding of the nature of these variations as
one of the manifestations of the linguistic miracle of the Qur’an.

Research Methodology: The present study is descriptive-analytical in nature, focus-
ing solely on the differences in the “masculine and feminine” grammatical gender of
nouns within lexically similar verses. The analysis and evaluation of these differences are
conducted using various methods, including the study of the contextual flow of verses,
the examination of the semantic and content-related relationships between consecutive
verses, and the utilization of the “Quran to Quran” method to extract implicit meanings
and enhance the understanding of the audience. The adoption of an analysis-oriented ap-
proach in this research has facilitated the examination of both the rhetorical elegance and
linguistic structure of the Qur’an alongside the lexical variations.

Research Findings: The results of the study indicate that the Lexically Similar Verses, in
terms of the differences in “masculine and feminine” grammatical gender include eight

prominent instances of noun differences. These instances, which appear to be expressed
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in various words, actually possess a purposeful linguistic structure and convey a mes-
sage. The analysis and examination of these cases demonstrate that such differences
are employed for specific rhetorical goals, including brevity, elaboration, emphasis,
expressing individuality, and creating verbal and semantic harmony in the Qur’an. For
instance, in some verses, the use of either the feminine or masculine noun not only
serves to elevate the meaning of the text but also aligns the concepts with the context
and overall structure of the Surah. All of these instances reflect the unparalleled lin-
guistic richness and inner coherence of the Qur’an.

Additionally, the semantic relationship between similar verses within a Surah can of-
fer a new and more comprehensive interpretation of the Qur’anic verses. The use of
combined methods for analyzing Lexically Similar Verses revealed further insights
into the wisdom behind these differences. For instance, some instances of differences
in the “masculine and feminine” grammatical gender of nouns are linked to the overall
meaning of the verse and the general structure of the Surah. This connection makes it
possible to understand the coherence and content harmony of the Qur’an, showcasing
an example of its linguistic miracle.

Conclusion: The stylistic analysis of the linguistic differences in the Qur’an reveals
that these changes are intentionally and meaningfully embedded within the Qur’an,
each serving to convey deep rhetorical and semantic messages. In particular, the dif-
ferences between the “masculine and feminine” forms of nouns represent a prominent
aspect of the Qur’an that does not create contradictions, but rather has been carefully
and subtly incorporated to enhance the understanding of Qur’anic concepts for the
reader. This study confirms that these differences do not lead to complexity or am-
biguity; instead, they contribute to a deeper understanding of Qur’anic concepts and
strengthen the rhetorical messages of the Qur’an. By considering the context of the
verses and analyzing the intertextual relationships between them, one can achieve
a clearer and more accurate understanding of the linguistic phenomena within the
Qur’an. These insights indicate that paying attention to the linguistic details in the
Qur’an, such as the distinction between masculine and feminine nouns, can uncover
the complexities and wisdom hidden within the Qur’an. These differences should be
viewed as part of the linguistic miracle of the Qur’an, where understanding its linguis-
tic subtleties can offer a deeper insight into its teachings and clarify all of its aspects.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, Lexically Similar Verses, Stylistics, Masculine, Feminine,
Lexical Differences, Rhetoric
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Detailed Abstract

Introduction

The Holy Qur’an, as a miracle of the Prophet of Islam (PBUHH) and a guidebook for
humanity does not only address a certain stratum or class of people, but its human-build-
ing teachings are accessible to all individuals across all generations. Through its unique
style, the Qur’an presents ethical, educational, and doctrinal matters to everyone, re-
gardless of their intellectual or cultural background — a feature regarded as one of the
secrets of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature. It can be asserted with confidence that pre-
senting ethical and educational issues in the form of stories is among the Qur’an’s most
effective methods for attracting audiences and conveying these messages, constituting
a significant portion of its content. It must be noted, however, that Qur’anic stories are
not merely for storytelling; rather, through this narrative style, the Qur’an conveys the
highest moral, educational, and theological teachings, along with the historical traditions
of past nations, in a language accessible to the general public, aimed at offering lessons,
admonition, and guidance. Thus, it is necessary to critically and structurally examine all
aspects and dimensions of Qur’anic narratives, so that their hidden layers may be more
fully and accurately uncovered.

Research Questions

-What rhetorical styles does the Noble Qur’an employ in narrating the story of Prophet
Moses and the angels’ knowledge of human corruption and bloodshed?

-Does accusing a being of corruption and bloodshed before any action has been commit-
ted not constitute “punishment before the crime”? And is it possible that such an accusa-
tion by the angels was based solely on their own reasoning and inference?

Theoretical Framework

The style of the Qur’an is primarily oral rather than written. Thus, there is no obligation
for it to present the details of events, to maintain a strict chronological or geographical
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sequence, or to adhere to a particular literary style. Instead, the Qur’an, in recounting
an event and presenting various topics, intertwines concepts and styles according to
contextual appropriateness. It conveys existential truths, theological teachings, legal
rulings, exhortations, guidance, and themes of fear and hope together, free from the
constraints of formal literary structures — and often outside the conventional and
established patterns found in books — using an oral and sermonic structure to reach
human audiences.

The Qur’an’s oral mechanism and its linguistic implications, especially in the domain
of Qur’anic narratives, have always been subjects of challenging discussions among
exegetes and scholars. Unlike literary stories, the narratives of the Qur’an recount
real and historical events, all of which occurred in the external world. Therefore, it is
necessary to analyze these historical events with greater sensitivity, for in historical
realities — as opposed to literary truths — a multiplicity of conflicting interpretations
is meaningless: different and sometimes contradictory viewpoints cannot simultane-
ously correspond to what actually happened.

Research background

Many studies and research have been done about the stories of the Qur’an and their
style of expression, the most important of which are mentioned:

- Mohammad Hosseini (1382 SH/2003) dedicated his book to the Rikht-shanasi-ye
Qesseh-ha-ye Qur’an (Morphology of Qur’anic Stories). His work aims to highlight
the characteristics of storytelling in the Noble Qur’an and to study the formal structure
of Qur’anic narratives. However, not all Qur’anic stories were structurally analyzed;
rather, the study focuses on twelve specific stories.

Mabhsa Soleimani (1395 SH/2015) in research titled Barresi-ye sakhtari-ye Qesseh-ha-
ye Qur’an-e Karim (A Structural Analysis of the Stories of the Noble Qur’an), sought
to distinguish between Qur’anic and human-authored narratives. She concluded that
the Qur’an employs unique and distinctive styles in presenting its stories, especially
the narratives of the prophets, which have imparted extraordinary attraction and gran-
deur to them, turning each story into a manifestation of moral virtues and lofty values.
This article was published in the National Scientific Research Conference on Life-
style Studies.

- Gholamabbas Rezaei and colleagues (1393 SH/2013) in a paper titled Ziba'1-
shanasi-ye Qesseh-¢ Qur’an-e Karim (The Aesthetic Dimensions of Qur’anic Sto-
ries), explored various aspects of this subject. Published in the first issue of the Jour-
nal of Literary Criticism and Rhetoric Research, their study concludes that one of
the aesthetic features of Qur’anic narratives is the breaking of temporal boundaries
— such that sometimes a story is embedded within another, even if they occurred at
different times.

Hossein Fa’al Araghi Nejad and Soheila Mousavi Sirjani (1397 SH/2017) conducted a
study titled Shekl-ha va shiveh-ha-ye shuru‘-e dastan-ha dar Qur’an (The Forms and
Methods of Story Openings in the Qur’an), published in the fourth issue of the Journal
of Literary-Qur’anic Research. Their findings show that some Qur’anic stories begin
with detailed scene-setting and introductions, while others commence abruptly, sur-
prising the audience. This diversity stems from the need to align the story’s opening
with its thematic atmosphere and content.



- Hadi Valipour and Ahmad Joulaei (1399 SH/2019) in an article titled Khanish-e
dastan-ha-ye Qur’an-e Karim az manzar-e terminoloji-ye adabiyat-e dastani (Reading
the Stories of the Noble Qur’an through the Lens of Literary Terminology), examined
the Qur’anic narratives from a literary standpoint. Published in the second issue of the
Journal of Stylistic Studies of the Qur’an, their principal finding is that the Qur’an, in
terms of narrative structure and volume, presents various types of stories comparable
to those recognized in the global tradition of storytelling. It also features precise and
calculated character development, with a distinct beginning and conclusion for each
story — indicating the Quran’s timeless relevance for humanity.

The foregoing studies demonstrate that while Qur’anic stories across various Surahs
have been examined from different angles, the rhetorical style of the Qur’an regard-
ing the angels’ knowledge of human corruption and bloodshed has not been indepen-
dently studied. Therefore, the present inquiry is unprecedented in this specific regard.

Research Methodology

The present essay employs a descriptive-analytical approach to explore and elucidate
the style of the narrative concerning Prophet Moses and the angels’ knowledge of hu-
man corruption and bloodshed.

Research Findings

This study reveals that the manner of presenting the story of the killing of the cow by
the people of Moses (peace be upon him) shares structural commonalities with the
story of humanity’s selection as vicegerent, similarities that are also observed in other
Qur’anic narratives. These include:

Both stories are preceded by background events that, for the sake of brevity and to avoid
repetition, are referred to later in the narrative rather than at the beginning. Careful ex-
amination of these instances clarifies all seemingly hidden aspects of the stories.

Just as in the story of the cow’s slaughter, Moses’s people had prior discussions with
him regarding finding the murderer and were awaiting the response of God Almighty,
in this narrative, God Almighty also had discussions with the angels regarding human-
ity’s characteristics, including their power of free will, which is alluded to later in the
story.

In the first story, the people of Moses (peace be upon him), upon hearing his re-
sponse, were convinced and proceeded to carry out the command. Similarly, in the
second story, the angels, after directly witnessing humanity’s abilities in learning the
names (of things), acknowledged their own limitations in comparison to this being
and gained a greater understanding of the secrets behind this selection. Therefore, it is
necessary in such cases to suffice with what God, the Wise, has stated in the Qur’an,
as the proliferation of differing opinions regarding these historical truths can lead to
all these truths being viewed with doubt and skepticism, preventing the deduction of
any established facts from them.

Keywords: Holy Quran¢ Surah Baqarah¢ story of Adam (pbuh)¢ Moses (pbuh)
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The purpose of this research is to examine the foundational prin-
ciples of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s deviation from the rule of context in Tafsir al-Mizan in
his exegesis al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’'an. ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 is one of the Qur’anic
exegetes who have most extensively utilized the rule of context to ascertain the divine
intent, and in some instances, he even considers the implication of the context stronger
than the apparent meaning of narrations. However, an examination of his interpretation
of certain Qur’anic verses reveals instances where ‘Allamah deviates from this rule, con-
trary to his general exegetical approach. The aim of this research is to identify the basis
for his departure from the widely applied rule of context in Tafsir al-Mizan. This study
will, while outlining ‘Allamah Tabataba1’s principles of interpretation, the types of con-
texts, and the conditions for its application, also discuss the role of context in uncovering
and determining the meaning of Qur’anic vocabulary. Finally, after noting the applica-
tion and functions of the rule of context in al-Mizan f1 Tafs1r al-Qur’an in order to arrive
at the divine intent, the research will address the foundational principles for ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1’s deviation from the rule of context in specific verses and his presentation of
meanings contrary to it.

Research Methodology: In order to obtain the foundational principles underlying
‘Allamah Tabataba’1’s deviation from the rule of context, the functions of context with-
in Tafsir al-Mizan were initially examined through a library-based approach. Instances
where ‘Allamah, contrary to the rule of context, arrived at the serious divine intent be-
yond the literal usage were identified. Subsequently, the basis for his departure from the
rule of context in the interpretation of Qur’anic verses in Tafsir al-Mizan was elucidated
using a descriptive and analytical method.

Research Findings: ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 stands out as a Qur’anic exegete who has ex-
tensively employed the widely applicable rule of context to arrive at the interpretation
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of verses and the divine intent. He utilized this rule for various purposes, including
discerning the meanings of Qur’anic verses, specifying the meaning of verses, un-
derstanding the semantics of the words within the Holy Qur’an’s verses, accepting or
rejecting narrations in the interpretation of verses, and prioritizing certain exegetical
opinions in the interpretation of verses.

Furthermore, the late ‘Allamah Tabataba'1, in Tafsir al-Mizan, has employed this rule
in instances where exegetes differ regarding the Meccan or Medinan origin of a Surah
or verses, to distinguish between Meccan and Medinan verses. He has also used it in
cases of differing recitations among Qur’anic exegetes to favor one recitation over
others when such variations exist.

Alongside the functions of the rule of context in Tafsir al-Mizan, ‘Allamah Tabataba'i,
in certain instances, has not only refrained from using the rule of context but has also
presented exegetical interpretations that contradict it. He has, in some cases, deviated
from the rule of context and offered meanings contrary to it due to the lack of connec-
tion between the beginning and end of verses, the need for the interpretation of a verse
to align with its occasion of revelation, the contradiction of the verse’s context with
the context of preceding and succeeding verses, and to leverage the comprehensive
semantic scope of the verse.

Conclusion: The rule of context is a principle utilized by some exegetes to ascertain
the serious divine intent. Through the application of the rule of context in Tafsir al-
Mizan and the utilization of its various functions, ‘Allamah Tabataba’T has, in numer-
ous instances ranging from the vocabulary of verses to exegetical narrations, arrived
at the divine will. Despite the significance of the rule of context for ‘Allamah, in-
stances are observed where he deviates from this rule, interpreting verses contrary to
their context to reach the divine intent. This research has identified seven instances
of verses in Tafsir al-Mizan where ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 departs from adhering to the
principle of context in his interpretation. His four primary bases for deviating from
the principle of context are: the lack of connection with the beginning and end of the
verse; alignment with the occasion of revelation of the verse; the contradiction of the
verse’s context with the context of preceding and succeeding verses; and disregard-
ing the context to leverage the comprehensive semantic scope of the verse, as well
as verses pertaining to the Imamate of Imam Ali (PBUH) and the merits of the Ahl
al-Bayt (peace be upon them).

Keywords: Context, Principles of Deviation, ‘Allamah Tabataba’1, al-Mizan fi Tafsir
al-Qur’an
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The aim of the present research is to determine through reflection
on and interpretation of the meanings of the ghazals in the Divan of Hafez, the degree of
correspondence or alignment between the semantic style of the poems of Hafez Shirazi
and the Qur’anic content. In other words, the research seeks to find evidence that shows
the extent to which Hafez was influenced by the verses and concepts of the ambiguous
or allegorical passages of the Noble Qur’an in his choice of themes and the way he pre-
sented them. In fact, the researcher aims to provide a deep explanation and interpretation
of the meanings of Qur’anic verses in order to reveal the commonalities and correspon-
dences between those meanings and the semantic style of Hafez’s poetry. Contemplation
and reflection on the verses involve a precise analysis of conceptual components and
strive to identify the direct and indirect influences of the Qur’an on the poems.
Research Methodology: The method of this research is descriptive-analytical and is
based on an in-depth examination of the poetry and discourse of Hafez. Initially, Hafez’s
Divan was reviewed, and verses influenced by the meanings of the Qur’an were extract-
ed and analyzed. In the body of the article, after presenting verses from various themes
of Hafez’s ghazals and explaining the meanings of the couplets, the semantic influence
of the Qur’an on those verses was examined and analyzed.

Findings: Hafez depicts the status of religious and sacred literature in various forms,
such as through his use of Qur’anic vocabulary, verses, terminologies, as well as narra-
tives and stories drawn from the Qur’an. His ghazals reveal that the foundational struc-
ture of his language and thought is deeply rooted in the Qur’an and its teachings. Thus,
Divan of Hafez is influenced by Qur’anic concepts from two perspectives: both in terms
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of the external form of the verses and in the deeply structured internal fabric and
thematic core of the poems. This indicates the profound impact of the Qur’an on the
linguistic, semantic, and cognitive framework of the poet. A careful and profound
reading of his ghazals shows that Hafez’s literary and semantic style and structure are
built upon Qur’anic insights and meanings. His mind and language have been directly
shaped by Qur’anic reception to such an extent that the outward form and inner mean-
ing of his poetry are inseparable.

The range of Qur’anic themes and references in his poetry is vast, including mo-
tifs such as fidelity to covenants, the creation of man from clay, the gardens beneath
which rivers flow, fasting, expressions like Saqakallah and ka'sin dihaq, the Night
of Power (Laylat al-Qadr), a blazing meteor (Shihab qabas), the straight path (Sirat
mustaqim), extended shade (zill mamdud), the fall of Adam, ‘afakallah (“may God
pardon you”), certain knowledge (‘ilm al-yaqin), the noble recording angels (Kiram
katibin), La ilaha illa Allah (there is no deity but God), and La infisam laha (““it cannot
be broken”). These are only a few examples.

Moreover, these meanings and themes lead the reader or audience—often engaging
with a mind filled with ambiguity and contemplation—to attain a deeper understand-
ing of religious and ethical matters. The close relationship between the themes of
Hafez’s poetry and those of the Qur’an demonstrates that in his quest for spiritual and
divine truths, Hafez, drawing upon his Qur’anic knowledge, has been able to address
human and moral issues from a religious perspective.

Conclusion: A poet who is a Muslim and has been nurtured and developed within
the embrace of Islamic culture and the teachings of the Qur’an will inevitably reflect
the influence of this culture in their poetry. One of the prominent features of Hafez’s
poetry is his special attention to the Qur’an, which is evident throughout his verses.
As Hafez himself has confessed, he read the Qur’an in fourteen different recitations
and it was his companion in solitude during dark nights. Hafez alludes to this truth
in his verse: “No one among the guardians of the world has gathered as much as this
servant / Subtle wisdom with Qur’anic points.” Based on the analyses and commen-
taries conducted on some of the verses of Hafez’s Divan in this research, it can be
concluded that Hafez’s poetry is thoroughly intertwined with Qur’anic insights, and
the semantic style of his verses aligns with the similar verses of the Qur’an. The Divan
of Khwaja Shiraz is influenced by the Qur’an and Islamic concepts in various ways.
Hafez’s ghazals demonstrate that the fundamental structure of his mind and language
is rooted in the Qur’an and its concepts. Ultimately, it can be said that Hafez’s Divan
is influenced by the Qur’an both in terms of the outward structure of the verses and in
terms of their meaning and content.

Keywords: Qur’an, Hafez, Semantic style, Metaphorical Verses
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Detailed Abstract
Research Objective:

The semiotic analysis of religious texts such as the Qur’an has always attracted the
attention of linguists because many of its linguistic signs have multiple layers of mean-
ing. Through semiotic analysis and the interpretation of specific codes, scholars aim to
uncover the deeper concepts embedded within the text. Applying Roland Barthes’ theory
to the analysis of the story of Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) offers an effective approach that
can aid in examining the narrative structure, unraveling ambiguities, understanding the
governing system of the story, discerning the interconnections among its constituent ele-
ments, and unveiling the subtle beauties hidden within its layers.

Researchers, motivated by the aesthetic allure and intellectual appeal of the Qur’an, have
continually drawn upon its treasures. What distinguishes the story of Yusuf and other
Qur’anic narratives from other accounts is their unique mode of expression, miracu-
lous eloquence, artistic and firm use of vocabulary, and the multilayered nature of their
meanings, all crafted by God Almighty. Due to the multilayered structures and numerous
codes embedded within the verses, much of this Surah requires careful decoding. The
present study seeks to apply Barthes’ five-code theory to reveal new dimensions of narra-
tive quality in the story of Yusuf (peace be upon him), highlighting its educational and re-
ligious messages, and exposing the various semantic levels of its verses to the audience.

Research Methodology:

The present study, employing a descriptive-analytical method, examines this story based
on Barthes’ five-code model and seeks to identify and extract the codes embedded within
this Surah.

Research Findings:
Barthes’ five codes are fully exemplified in the overall content of the story. The herme-
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neutic (enigmatic) code plays a significant role in revealing ambiguous aspects and
guiding the audience toward solving the embedded riddles, with most of the enigmas
promptly resolved. The proairetic (action) code shows a well-ordered progression,
with the first action initiated by the story’s central character, establishing a strong
connection between this and subsequent actions, particularly the final act—a notably
remarkable aspect. The semantic code conveys the implicit meanings related to the
character of Joseph and the settings of the narrative. The symbolic code is instrumen-
tal in illustrating the oppositions and contrasts between Joseph and the secondary
characters of the story. Finally, the cultural (referential) code serves to explain and
teach the importance of chastity, monotheism, and humanity’s ascent from humili-
ation to glory by divine will. The cultural code also enriches the other codes on a
broader level of meaning, emphasizing the model of monotheistic belief and indicat-
ing that this story has been mentioned in earlier sacred scriptures.

Conclusion:

The story of Prophet Joseph exhibits a strong structural coherence, with all five of
Barthes’ narrative codes manifesting throughout. Among them, the hermeneutic (enig-
matic) and proairetic (action) codes are more frequent than the semantic, symbolic,
and cultural codes. In accordance with Barthes” hermeneutic code, God systematically
and masterfully guides the longitudinal progression of the story, resolving its enigmas
either immediately or after a brief interval. The first riddle is introduced by the central
character of the story, with the narrator pursuing its unraveling. It is noteworthy that
at times secondary characters also pose enigmas, and occasionally, the audience is
invited to participate in solving them.

Given the structured nature of the narrative, the actions (proairetic codes) follow an
orderly progression, with none taking precedence over the others; each action holds
intrinsic value in its context and contributes to the richness of the story. The initiating
action of the narrative—Joseph’s dream—is actualized in the final action, which is a
particularly significant point in the story.

The presence of symbolic codes facilitates the audience’s understanding of the dis-
tinction between truth and falsehood, temporarily immersing the reader in the narra-
tive’s contradictions before clearly resolving them, thus highlighting God’s supreme
power in orchestrating events. Through the symbolic code, the character oppositions
are distinctly delineated, with characters positioned in direct contrast to one another.

Keywords: Surah Yusuf, Structuralism, Roland Barthes, Five Narrative Codes
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: This study employs the approach of “discourse semiotic-seman-
tics” to analyze the process of meaning production within the discursive structure of
Surah ‘Abasa (Qur’an 80). The research seeks to examine how meaning is organized
in this Surah through the interaction of signs, discursive roles, and semantic processes.
Since discourse semiotic-semantics emphasizes the dynamism of meaning in linguis-
tic, actional, and emotional contexts, this study aims to demonstrate how Surah ‘Abasa
(Qur’an 80) systematically conveys its central messages through semiotic mechanisms
and semantic oppositions. The primary objective of this research is to identify and ana-
lyze the evaluation and communication dynamics between various human characters in
the Surah and to explain the model of meaning-making in the encounter with divine
guidance. Accordingly, the study explores the positioning of discursive actants, their re-
lationships, and the ways in which they either embrace or reject divine guidance. This
research particularly focuses on the Qur’anic warning directed at a group of arrogant in-
dividuals who perceive themselves as self-sufficient and independent of divine guidance.
The study reveals how the discursive system of Surah ‘Abasa highlights the opposition
between humility and self-sufficiency and how it constructs the path of guidance and
deviation through semiotic and semantic structures.

Research Methodology: This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach ground-
ed in a structural framework of discourse semiotic-semantics to examine Surah ‘Abasa
(Qur’an 80). In this approach, the Surah is initially segmented into distinct discourses,
and each discourse is subsequently analyzed based on semiotic mechanisms and seman-
tic processes. Specifically, this research investigates the manner in which the Surah’s
semantic orientation and the organization of its discursive system are structured, eluci-
dating the formation of semantic relationships among the linguistic, structural, and con-
ceptual elements of the Surah. This analysis reveals that the discourse of Surah ‘Abasa
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(Qur’an 80), through the interaction of linguistic, performative (conative), and affec-
tive layers, represents key concepts such as guidance, self-sufficiency, and humility.

Research Findings: The discursive structure of Surah ‘Abasa (Qur’an 80) is fun-
damentally built upon oppositions between various human characters and their re-
sponses to Qur’anic guidance. Discourse analysis of this Surah reveals that its se-
mantic system is primarily structured around a “conative system”, which includes the
Prophet’s reactions to different groups, the blind man’s struggle for self-purification,
and, in contrast, the arrogance and self-sufficiency of Quraysh’s leaders. Additionally,
within the “affective system,” the Surah represents various emotional layers, such that
in the second, third, and fourth discourses, various affective objects play a significant
role and contribute substantially to the process of meaning production.

From a semiotic-semantics perspective, the structure of the verses and lexical choices
in Surah ‘Abasa (Qur’an 80) lead to the formation of multiple discursive systems,
each with distinct semiotic mechanisms and semantic processes. These discursive sys-
tems, through semantic oppositions, delineate the pathways of guidance and devia-
tion, emphasizing key concepts such as responsibility, acceptance of guidance, and
the dangers of arrogance.

Conclusion: A semiotic-semantics analysis of Surah ‘Abasa (Qur’an 80) reveals that
this Surah systematically represents concepts such as reminder, warning, responsi-
bility, and the opposition between receptiveness to guidance and arrogance through
its unique discursive and semantic patterns. The semiotic processes embedded in
the Surah establish a coherent structure of meaning interactions between characters,
events, and Qur’anic propositions, ultimately highlighting the fundamental distinc-
tions between the actions of those receptive to guidance and those who are arrogant.
The findings of this study indicate that discourse semiotic semantics can uncover new
dimensions of meaning production in the Qur’an. This analysis contributes to a more
precise understanding of how semantic organization operates in the Qur’anic text,
demonstrating that the key concepts of Surah ‘Abasa (Qur’an 80) are not only mean-
ingful at the lexical level but also at the discursive and intertextual levels, forming a
dynamic semantic framework. Accordingly, discourse semiotic-semantics serves as
an effective analytical tool for uncovering the hidden layers of meaning in Qur’anic
texts and for conducting deeper intertextual analyses of their discursive relationships.

Keywords: Semiotic-Semantics, Discourse, Discursive System, Action and Emotion,
Surah ‘Abasa
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Detailed Abstract
Research Objective: The field of modern stylistics is largely capable of analyzing the
essence, effects, and characteristics of Sakinah, which the Qur’an speaks of with great
significance, based on linguistic features in the verses, and effectively revealing the style
and rhetorical structure of the targeted verses. Therefore, the main objective of this re-
search is to clarify the nature and position of Sakinah in the verses of the Qur’an and to
extract the important messages of these blessed verses through their phonological char-
acteristics. Due to the strong connection between sentence structure and meaning, as well
as thoughts, examining the sounds, words, and syntactic compositions that contribute to
the style of the Verses of Sakinah in order to reach their textual and extratextual implica-
tions and to better understand their central message through various linguistic layers is
another goal of this research. Thus, because of the critical role these phonetic elements
play in the transmission of meaning, the analysis of the phonetic level becomes all the
more significant and necessary for the explanation and appreciation of the Divine Word.

Research Methodology: The method chosen for the stylistic analysis of the Verses of
Sakinah is based on a linguistic foundation, which has been analyzed and examined using
a structuralist approach to stylistics at four levels: phonetic, lexical, syntactic, and mor-
phological. Thus, the research methodology employed is descriptive-analytical, utilizing
library resources, primary sources, and online academic and literary platforms, includ-
ing the Noor Digital Library and websites hosting relevant dissertations and articles on
stylistics. Therefore, in the first step, repeated readings of Qur’anic exegeses and various
articles and research studies on the Verses of Sakinah were conducted. In the next stage,
the stylistic elements and components were inferred, and the prominent stylistic features
of the mentioned verses were determined. Based on the desired stylistic levels, the pho-
nological level of the stylistic sounds and the coherence of the sounds in the Verses of
Sakinah were analyzed and examined.
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Research Findings: The findings of this study indicate that among the three syl-
labic segments of the mentioned verses—short syllables, open medium syllables, and
closed medium syllables—the short syllable has a higher frequency, which is more
suited to the space of conveying messages, raising awareness, and evoking attention
and emotions. Additionally, the combination of these syllables in the words and their
arrangement together creates both the internal and external rhythm of the verses, re-
sulting in a very high frequency. Due to their cohesive connection with the meaning
and message of the verse, they have a significant impact on the audience. The study
also reveals a significant use of ‘repetition’ within these verses, aligning with their
underlying concepts and objectives. Furthermore, the divine text skillfully employs
voiced and voiceless sounds to captivate the listener and convey its message with
remarkable beauty and harmony. Voiced sounds are employed to express the decisive-
ness, firmness, and greatness of the expression, whereas voiceless letters are utilized
to depict the atmosphere of peace and hope. The resulting harmony soothes the soul,
leading to a sense of tranquility and heightened enthusiasm in the listener. Thus, this
research demonstrates that even the most minute phonetic element in these verses
contributes to the semantic richness and overall purpose of the text.

Conclusion: The research results indicate that the voiced and voiceless sounds, with
the highest frequency, enhance the internal musicality and imagery effectively reflect-
ing the intended meanings. Consequently, the use of voiced sounds is notable in con-
texts requiring decisiveness and firmness, whereas voiceless sounds are appropriately
utilized in situations where the speech necessitates softness and flexibility. Addition-
ally, the combination of these syllables in the words and their arrangement together
creates both the internal and external rhythm of the verses. Due to their coherent con-
nection with the meaning and concept of the verses, they have a significant impact on
the audience.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, Verses of Sakinah, Stylistics, Phonetic Level
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The aim of this study is to examine the semantic cohesion and
coherence within the text of Surah Ash-Shams (Qur’an 91), as well as its translation by
Baha’uddin Khorramshahi. The authors intend to describe the similarities and differ-
ences in the factors of cohesion and coherence between the Arabic text of the Qur’an and
Khorramshahi’s translation using a descriptive-analytical approach. This research aims
to provide readers with a deeper understanding of linguistic cohesion and coherence.
Research Methodology: In this study, a descriptive-analytical method is used to first
analyze the factors of cohesion and coherence in the Arabic text of Surah Ash-Shams
(Qur’an 91). Then, the issue of cohesion and coherence in Baha’uddin Khorramshahi’s
Persian translation is addressed. Finally, a comparison of the semantic cohesion and co-
herence factors of Surah’s text and its translation was conducted, with the similarities and
differences being identified and presented in a table.

Research Findings: The findings of this research show that, among the various cohe-
sive factors, reference, ellipsis, and repetition contribute to maintaining the cohesion and
uniformity of both Surah’s text and its translation. Furthermore, among the factors of
semantic coherence, attention to context, exegetical principles, and similarity contribute
to the coherence of meaning, with the following differences: in the case of pronominal
reference, demonstrative pronouns are used according to Persian grammar to avoid noun
repetition, and in some instances, verbal ellipsis has not been applied in the translation.
Overall, it is observed that the translator has correctly understood and comprehended the
text as a reader and has not deviated from its main subject in the translation. Therefore,
the Surah’s text and its translation are related in terms of cohesion and semantic coher-
ence.
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Conclusion: Among the different cohesive factors, reference, ellipsis, lexical repeti-
tion, and repetition through contrast, as well as conjunctions like additive conjunc-
tions and temporal conjunctions, contribute to the cohesion and uniformity of the text.
In this context, reference with pronouns and ellipsis, such as the omission of the verb *
audl- ugsim” (lit. I swear), is observed in the Surah text. Regarding the pronouns, it can
be said that their use in Surah Ash-Shams is frequent. However, in the Persian transla-
tion, some pronouns were translated maintaining their connected and absent features,
while others were translated using the equivalent of a demonstrative pronoun. Consid-
ering that in Persian grammar, demonstrative pronouns are used to avoid the repetition
of nouns, and when talking about objects, “cl -an” (lit. ‘that’) is used instead of “s\-0”
(lit. he/she), the translated text still preserves the cohesion and integrity of the original
text by using the demonstrative pronoun “cl -an”.

As for ellipsis, the “s - wa” (lit. and) in the first verse, “u«ill 3 (By the sun), is a par-
ticle of swearing, and according to Arabic grammar, the verb “a& (I swear) has been
omitted. Therefore, the translator has interpreted it as “swear by the sun”. However,
in subsequent sentences of the Surah, the “5” is a conjunction, and the verb “~& has
been omitted to avoid repetition, as seen in the Persian translation. The translator in
most cases used the word “swear” even in sentences where the “s” is a conjunction, as
an equivalent for the particle of swearing.

Among the lexical cohesive factors, repetition of words and contrast repetition be-
tween words are observed. This relationship has been well reflected in the Persian
translation, where the translator has used appropriate equivalents to show this con-
nection, maintaining the text’s cohesion. Also, the lexical collocation in Surah Ash-
Shams, with words such as “Shams, Qamar, Ard, sama’” (lit. sun, moon, earth, sky),
is evident. In the Persian translation, the equivalents “Khurshid=sun; Mah=moon;
Zamin=earth; Asiman=sky” were used.

Among the conjunctive devices, additive and temporal conjunctions are observed in
the Surah, with “s - wa” (lit. ‘and’) used for additive connection and the letter “s-& —
fa” (lit. then/so) is used to establish a temporal connection. The translator used Persian
words like “angah - then” and “sepas - afterward” as equivalents for the letter “s-& —
fa”, indicating temporal sequence.

Regarding semantic coherence factors, attention to context, exegetical principles, and
similarity contribute to the creation of coherence in meaning. In terms of context, it is
observed that the translator has effectively found appropriate meanings and equiva-
lents for translating polysemous words by paying close attention to the surrounding
context.

Keywords: Linguistics of the textt coherence¢ semantic continuity¢ Surah Ash-Shams
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The objective of this research is to investigate the semantics of
the Arabic term harafa (<)) within the context of the Holy Qur’an. That is, it seeks to
examine the semantic relationships, contextual dependencies, and semantic network of
verses and vocabulary in relation to each other, in order to identify the meaning of this
term within the Qur’anic lexicon. Considering the importance of semantics in the deep
understanding of Qur’anic vocabulary, this research endeavors to uncover the meaning of
the term harafa in the Qur’anic text. Accordingly, the main question of the study is the se-
mantic analysis of harafa in the Qur’anic verses. The semantic analysis of harafa includes
investigating its lexical meaning, as well as exploring the domains of collocation, substi-
tution, and semantic opposition within the Qur’anic text. This study particularly focuses
on examining the extent of divergence between the Qur’anic and the lexical meanings of
harafa, and on analyzing how collocational, substitutional, and oppositional relationships
influence the semantic development of this term in the Noble Qur’an.

Research Methodology: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach. Initially,
classical and contemporary Arabic lexicons and dictionaries were surveyed. Subsequent-
ly, utilizing semantic frameworks, the semantic relations of the word harafa were identi-
fied across three dimensions: syntagmatic (co-occurrence), paradigmatic (substitution),
and opposition. Furthermore, the Qur’anic meaning of harafa was extracted through the
analysis of exegetical works, the contextual flow of Qur’anic verses, and attention to the
semantic network within the Qur’an. This method enables a more precise understanding
of the word’s meaning in both classical Arabic lexicography and the context of the Holy
Qur’an, as well as the semantic differences and connections between these two textual
domains.
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Research Findings: The findings of this research indicate that the semantics of the
word harafa are elucidated through a multi-stage process: first, by considering its
definitions in Arabic dictionaries; second, by examining its usage within the Qur’anic
text; and subsequently, by analyzing its syntagmatic, paradigmatic, and oppositional
relationships within the Qur’anic context, while also considering the contextual flow
of verses and the semantic interconnectedness of Qur’anic vocabulary.
Consequently, the initial exploration of the word’s lexical meaning in dictionaries
provided a foundational semantic field. Through the analysis of its semantic rela-
tions within the Qur’an’s semantic network — specifically its syntagmatic, paradig-
matic, and oppositional connections — a slightly modified meaning, congruent with
the Qur’anic semantic framework, was discerned. The concept of harafa thus evolves
into a characteristic or attribute ascribed to a specific group of disbelievers. This sheds
light on aspects such as the reasons for their disbelief, why they are subject to divine
condemnation, and their manifest loss and detriment resulting from the act of distor-
tion/alteration (Tahrif).

Conclusion: This research demonstrates that the meaning of the term harafa in the
Holy Qur’an while maintaining a connection to its lexical roots, has undergone a
semantic shift from a positive connotation associated with location to a negative one.
It is employed as an attribute and characteristic of disbelieving individuals. Specifi-
cally, within the context of the Holy Qur’an, in verses addressing the actions of the
People of the Book concerning the Torah, God utilizes a distinct semantic application.
Through the verb (yuharrifu), the Qur’an refers to the inappropriate interpretations
and the act of distortion committed by the Jews. This research serves as a reliable re-
source for scholars in the field of Qur’anic word semantics and contributes to a more
profound understanding of the concept of the alteration (Tahrif) of divine scriptures.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, Semantic Fields of Harafa, Semantic Relations, Semantic
Shift
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Abstract

Research Objective: The purpose of the present research is to study the relationship
between the signifier and the signified in Surah Taha (Qur’an 20) based on the model
proposed by Hinton and his colleagues, investigating whether this relationship is intrinsic
or conventional. Furthermore, the study aims to determine the degrees of arousal of the
signs on a continuum, ranging from the clearest to the most obscure levels. In fact, by
studying how the word interacts with its external examples, this research seeks to offer a
new reading of the text of the Surah, as well as to uncover new dimensions of its hidden
layers of meaning. In addition, it endeavors to reveal aspects of the Qur’an’s miraculous
nature to the audience and to stimulate their emotional engagement.

Research Methodology: This research is based on the descriptive-analytical method
and the application of Hinton’s theory of sound symbolism. Initially, the description of
Hinton’s theory and his phonetic continuum has been discussed, then the ambiguity and
transparency of words in the text of Surah Taha (Qur’an 20), as well as the inherent or
conventional nature of the relationship between words and meanings in this Surah, have
been examined at four levels: iconic, imitative, composite, and arbitrary. Finally, the
research findings and results are presented.

Research Findings: The research findings show that based on Hinton’s theory, there are
four types of inspired signs in Surah Taha (Qur’an 20): iconic, imitative, composite, and
arbitrary. Iconic signs, expressed through words and phrases such as “wayl” (woe), “ala”
(behold), and “ma” (expressing wonder), exhibit the highest degree of iconicity, as they
directly reflect emotional states. Imitative symbols, including onomatopoeic words such
as “khuwar”, “ahushshu” (I strike down), “tagha” (to transgress), and “yunfakh”, occupy
the second level of motivation. Composite and arbitrary signs possess lower levels of
motivation, ranking third and fourth respectively on the continuum of sound symbolism.
According to the research findings, and based on Hinton’s theory, the relationship be-
tween the signifier and the signified in Surah Taha (Qur’an 20) is sometimes intrinsic and
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natural, and at other times conventional and symbolic. In the case of iconic signs, such
as vocative, exhortative, and exclamatory particles, as well as in imitative symbols
like the onomatopoeic words “yunfakh” and “tagha”, the relationship between word
and meaning is motivated; thus, these words are considered transparent. In fact, these
words and phrases show a greater tendency toward lexical transparency and iconicity
on Hinton’s proposed continuum.

In composite signs, created through the repetition of specific vowels or consonants,
and in arbitrary symbols, observed in words such as “khasha” (to afraid), “khashi‘a”
(to be submissive), “qabas” (a spark), and “qabd” (to seize), the relationship between
signifier and signified is symbolic; therefore, these words and signs are considered
opaque and tend toward conventionality within the axis of sound symbolism.

Based on Hinton’s views, the principle of motivation does not conflict with the prin-
ciple of conventionality; rather, the two complement each other. Even the most iconic
words of Surah Taha (Qur’an 20) exhibit degrees of opacity. For instance, the word
“tagha” is more opaque than “khuwar”, which presents a natural imitation of the sound
of a cow. Similarly, the word “ahushshu”, an imitative onomatopoeic symbol, shows
greater opacity compared to the iconic sign “wayl”. This suggests that the degree of
iconicity for each sign is relative to other signs.

Conclusion: The study of the linguistic signs in Surah Taha (Qur’an 20) shows that
phonological motivation is one of the most prominent aesthetic elements and artistic
creation in the Qur’an, which plays an important role in conveying meaning and ob-
jectifying abstract concepts. Based on the results of the research, the types of iconic
symbols present in this Surah include: iconic (direct), imitative, composite, and arbi-
trary. In this Surah, the iconic signs—such as vocative, exhortative, and exclamatory
expressions—exhibit the highest degree of arousal. Following them, in descending or-
der, are the imitative signs, represented by onomatopoeic words; the composite sym-
bols, formed through the repetition of specific consonants or vowels; and finally, the
arbitrary signs, created through the sequential arrangement of particular phonemes,
which occupy the third and fourth levels of the continuum, respectively.

Keywords: Hinton’s Theory, Phonological Motivation, Transparency, Opacity, Surah
Taha
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The objective of this study is to examine the structural cohesion of
Surah Baqarah (Qur’an 2) based on the theory of symmetrical order as advocated by a
contemporary Qur’anic scholar, Nevin Reda. This theory, which analyzes the coherence
and coordination of the Quranic text by relying on both linear and circular structures, aims
to provide evidence against the claims of certain Western Orientalists who argue that the
Qur’an possesses a fragmented and incoherent content. The present research endeavors
to achieve a deeper understanding of cohesion in Surah Bagarah through structural and
linguistic analyses, while also addressing the criticisms raised against this theory.

Research Methodology: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to inves-
tigate Reda’s modern theory and its application to the content of Surah Bagarah (Qur’an
2). In this regard, two primary structures—namely, the linear (verbal) and the circular
(thematic)—are examined. The analysis is based on the repetition of keywords and con-
cepts, thematic coherence, and patterns of symmetry within the verses of the Surah.

Research Findings: Linear Cohesion: Reda emphasizes that the repetition of key terms
such as “guidance” in various sections of the Surah contributes to its overall coherence
and content organization. These repetitions function as a framework that delineates the
boundaries of different segments. Reda clearly demonstrates that these key terms not
only interconnect specific parts of the Surah but also shape central concepts such as
divine guidance and its role in human life. This repetition, as a rhetorical and semantic
tool, helps the audience understand the deeper meaning of the verses. Circular Cohesion:
The circular structure is based on thematic symmetry and the repetition of concepts in
inverse sequences. This structure is evident throughout Surah Baqarah (Qur’an 2) and
reaches its apex in sections such as Ayat al-Kursi (Qur’an 2:255). The circular configura-
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tion not only enhances the Surah’s content cohesion but also strengthens its impact on
the audience. As illustrated in Reda’s analyses, this form of thematic symmetry often
indicates a connection between the beginning and the end of a particular segment,
thereby contributing to a unified semantic whole. In Ayat al-Kursi (Qur’an 2:255),
this circular pattern is employed in a manner that accentuates themes such as divine
omnipotence and God’s oversight of the universe, thus reinforcing the centrality of
God throughout the Surah. This form of cohesion aids in consolidating Surah’s core
messages and provides the audience with a more profound experience of the interre-
latedness of the verses. Thematic Division: The Surah (Qur’an 2) is divided into three
primary sections: 1. An introduction and the categorization of humanity. 2. The histo-
ry of Bani Israel. 3. The laws and trials of the Muslim community. These sections are
further subdivided into smaller segments, each characterized by specific verbal and
thematic repetitions. The thematic division of the Surah is such that each section plays
a distinct role in advancing the key concepts. The introduction of the Surah, by exam-
ining various groups of humanity, lays the groundwork for a better understanding of
subsequent narratives and their connection to divine guidance. The second section, by
addressing the history of Bani Israel, not only highlights the significance of this com-
munity in the context of divine guidance but also provides paradigms for the Muslim
Ummabh. In the third section, regulations for the emerging Islamic community are
presented with the aim of fortifying faith and adherence to religious principles. Each
of these sections, through its thematic and rhetorical repetitions, contributes to the
overall semantic unity of the Surah. Patterns of Symmetry: The theory of symmetrical
order utilizes three structural patterns—parallelism, circular, and inversion—that are
identifiable in Surah Bagarah (Qur’an 2). For example, the verses pertaining to Bani
Israel and the Muslim community indicate the congruence of divine directives across
different historical contexts.

Criticisms: Some criticisms of this theory include the absence of a comprehensive
analysis, the neglect of structural factors such as the differentiation between Meccan
and Medinan verses, and insufficient consideration of the thematic diversity within
the Surah.

Conclusion: The study demonstrates that Surah Bagarah (Qur’an 2) exhibits both co-
herence and coordination through its use of verbal repetitions and circular structures.
Reda’s modern theory, with its emphasis on symmetrical order, significantly contrib-
utes to our understanding of Surah’s structure; however, a more comprehensive analy-
sis—incorporating historical, social, and interpretative factors—is necessary to fully
substantiate the theory. Nonetheless, this approach provides a valuable framework
for countering the critiques of Orientalist scholars and for elucidating the rhetorical
elegance of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Surah Bagarah, Novin Reda, Symmetrical Order, Structural Cohesion,
Inverted Order
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